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English Language Arts (ELA)

In fourth grade, students grow their literacy learning throughout the year by engaging in collaborative
classroom inquiry projects.

There is an increased emphasis on fluency in reading and on deeper comprehension of texts.

The classroom community works to continue building the habits of mind crucial for developing students for
the 21st century.

Literacy skills taught in fourth grade include:

Writing thoughtful reflections in response to reading

Engaging in informal debate through book clubs and other classroom activities

Identifying and understanding the theme(s) of texts

Making meaningful connections to ideas and themes in traditional literature

Summarizing more complex texts

Using inference to study characters and ideas in texts more deeply

Identifying text structures

Understanding social issues (divorce, homelessness, etc.) through text study and analysis
Writing a memoir

Writing in-depth informational texts on topics of interest

Students in all grades K-8 learn reading and writing strategies and skills through teacher modeling, guided
practice and independent reading and writing time. Through daily reader’s and writer’'s workshop time,
students learn to live as a reader and writer, thinking critically about texts and generating numerous

narrative, informational and opinion writing pieces over the course of a year.

Note: Ozaukee Elementary School uses Benchmark Education curriculum in grades 3-5.



