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English Language Arts (ELA)

In third grade, students utilize their growing understanding of reading and writing to participate in
collaborative research projects on topics of interest.

While still engaging in daily writer’s workshop lessons, writing is also beginning to occur across the
curriculum, with students transferring key reading and writing skills to social studies and science project
activities.

Third grade has a strong emphasis on the skills needed to read and process informational texts.

Comprehension skills are further developed and advanced.

Literacy skills taught in third grade include:

Determining central ideas and key details in fiction and non-fiction texts

Using appropriate verb tenses in writing

Differentiating between spoken and written English

Learning more comprehensive revising and editing skills

Analyzing the craft (expertise, skill and style of writing) and structure (arrangement and
organization) of texts

Writing reviews on author’s craft (expertise, skill and style of writing)

Analyzing and synthesizing information in biographies

Writing persuasive pieces on topics of interest in writer’s workshop

Using topic specific vocabulary when writing informational texts

Students in all grades K-8 learn reading and writing strategies and skills through teacher modeling, guided
practice and independent reading and writing time. Through daily reader’s and writer’'s workshop time,
students learn to live as a reader and writer, thinking critically about texts and generating numerous

narrative, informational and opinion writing pieces over the course of a year.

Note: Ozaukee Elementary School uses Benchmark Education curriculum in grades 3-5.



